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All Money Ain’t Good Money 

The Sordid Use of Finance Capital 
 

 

“Every man of human conviction must decide on the protest that best suits his conviction, but we must all protest.” 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

“As a rule, up to now, the strategy of America has been to tuck all our leaders up into her dress, and 

besiege them with money, with prestige, with praise, and make them jump, and tell them what to tell us”  

Malcolm X 

  

 

At What Price Dignity? 

It is of critical importance that all Peoples study and learn their history and come to an understanding of what 

constitutes our historically determined national identity and culture. It is from ones historical and cultural roots that 

we all must learn to view and understand our place in the world through the eyes of our history and culture. 

Although there is confusion, it should be clear that all People of African descent are African. Africans have a 

common history and culture that connects us worldwide. Malcolm X was correct in stating that out of all of our 

studies, history is best qualified to reward our research. Knowing Africa’s history, I do not see my existence through 

the eyes of an “American”, but through the eyes of an African, an oppressed and exploited African, who because his 

ancestors were captured in war and trafficked is born and living in America. Through the study of Africa’s history I 

have learned to love being African and to love African People. I have also learned to love all Peoples, irrespective of 

nationality, who love and seek truth, peace and justice, wherever in the world they may live.  

This New Year, 2019, brings with it the need to intensify our struggle for liberty, for human dignity, for the 

emancipation of women and for the eradication of economic exploitation and of national oppression. In Palestine, 

the Palestinian people throw and sling-shot stones at those that occupy their land. It is exemplary of the parable I 

was taught as a child about David and Goliath. No one ever thought that a little boy, David, with his sling-shot and a 

rock would be able to kill the “mighty” Goliath in battle. David was under estimated and those that doubted him 

were wrong. This story reinforces an undeniable fact, history is on the side of the just! 

This short expose is a pebble thrown at the rich and the wealthy for their inexcusable and horrendous crimes against 

humanity committed for profit and with it their deceit and dishonesty towards the common man and woman. There 

is no clearer example of this battle than with building of a sports arena in the heart of a poor, but dignified 

community predominantly of people of African descent. “In April 2018, FC Cincinnati completed negotiations with 

the city of Cincinnati and various municipal agencies to build a state-of-the-art, $250+ million soccer-specific 

stadium in the West End neighborhood of Cincinnati.”i These negotiations were consummated when the “Cincinnati 

City Council approved a $34.8 million stadium infrastructure package1 … granting FC Cincinnati the last public 

 
1 Public funds are being drawn from the following:$6.38 million from the city’s reserve funds, money 

made on the Blue Ash Airport; $1.5 million, annually for 30 years, from the city’s hotel tax collection; 

$2.5 million from the city’s 2019 capital budget and $8 million from the Downtown and Over-the –Rhine 
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financing piece needed to build its $200 million soccer facility in the West End. . . state officials agreed to kick in $4  

million for stadium infrastructure. Hamilton County also pledged money from its parking garage revenues to help 

build a new parking garage for the team’s stadium”ii The West End residents and all tax-paying persons of African 

descent, in the City of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, are now required to subsidize a stadium that many do not 

want and most will not use. The only entity that is not required to pay taxes is FC Cincinnati. “The Greater 

Cincinnati Redevelopment Authority – a public entity that is controlled by the city and the county – also agreed … 

to negotiate a deal where the authority would own the stadium, and lease the property back to the team. That allows 

FC Cincinnati to avoid paying taxes, including property taxes and sales taxes on building materials for the stadium’s 

construction.”iii FC Cincinnati will profit on a stadium that it does not own and will not pay taxes. Who does that? 

The science of dialectics underscores that, in society, it is the battle between positive and negative, truth and lies, the 

righteous and unrighteous, and the just and unjust that is the catalyst of our and all Peoples’ social, political, 

national, cultural and economic progress. How do we know societal progress is being made?  Societal progress is 

demonstrated when the Positive Action of the People is moving to be dominant over the negative action of the anti-

People. Who are the positive and negative People in contention in regards to the “West End Stadium” and to the 

future of the West End? Who stands on the side of Positive Action for what is right and just for the West End or has 

the negative action of the anti-People prevailed and the West End betrayed for a tribute’s penny? 

What where the terms that would justify a professional albatross with a 25,000 person seating capacity to be placed 

around a community of children, within a 100 feet of a public high school and in the heart of the West End 

community. What pipe dream and false promises were told to bring community members on board? I know the 

decision has been made and the agents of destruction are moving forward. Some conjecture that Taft High School, 

Richmond Village, Park Town, and Stanley Row will go, in the name of progress. Time will tell. 

Injustice Anywhere is a Threat to Justice Everywhere 

I chose to write this short expose and commentary as I am deeply moved by what is happening in Cincinnati, a 

microcosm, of what is happening to people of African descent and Indigenous Peoples and Nations throughout the 

U.S. and the world. I have been a part of the West End community of Cincinnati, Ohio for over 15 years. I have 

never lived in the West End. However, it has become a part of me and I part of it. History will record that I have 

sacrificed for and served my community, particularly its youth, students and athletes, to the best of my ability. 

Therefore, as a community member, I have chosen not to be silent regarding the end of an era with the imposition of 

the “West End Stadium”.  

It is my belief, from what I have seen happen in the Over-the-Rhine that: 

 1) The West End youth are targeted for police surveillance and arrests to cleanse the landscape of undesirables, 

2) The area for removal of the homeless and displacement of the poor has expanded, and 

 3) The removal of those persons of African descent from the City of Cincinnati is accelerating.  

There is nothing new about this process as it is common to the history of persons of African descent living in the 

U.S. For progress we have had to move our communities and many of them were destroyed. During the days of 

institutionalized segregation (apartheid) this precedent was established. In Cincinnati, “Negroes [could] neither rent 

nor buy houses in respectable sections of the city without paying exorbitant prices. If a negro [did] succeed in 

buying a desirable piece of property, his white neighbor [would] endeavor by all possible means to get him out of it. 

Sometimes they even threatened his life, but more often they buy him out, generally paying him considerably more 

than the property cost him.”iv This was the fate of the Lincoln Courts and Laurel Homes in the West End as they 

were demolished. The West End is, once again, victimized with the complicity of the City of Cincinnati government. 

 
tax increment fiancé district. The fund, commonly called a TIF, takes taxes property owners pay in the 

neighborhoods and reinvests them into new developments. Seitz, Amanda. City Council Approves 

Cincinnati Stadium Infrastructure Funding. April 16, 2018. www.wcpo.com  
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The “West End – a low-income, historically black [African] neighborhood is where deals have pushed out residents 

before.”v  

My primary goal for this expose is to shed light on some of the sordid financial interests involved in this effort so 

that there is no confusion on where we who care about the West Community should stand on the placement of a 

sports arena in it, within 100 feet of Taft High School and in the heart of the West End. 

 From Uraba, Naya, and Timba Columbia to Cincinnati, Ohio 

It is always the time for the truth to be told when one is seeking to represent the legitimate and just aspirations of 

those of African descent and other justice-seeking Peoples and Nations. I have been taught that all human relations 

be they social, political, economic and or cultural, be they material or immaterial are interconnected for positive/just 

or negative/unjust ends. This dialectical conflict knows no inaction in life and therefore all must take a stand on 

important issues of the day be it for or against them. It is our conscience, values, and principles that guide us. The 

People of conscience are the determining factor as to whether what is positive/just or what is negative/unjust, in 

society, will reign supreme. 

There are times in history and in our lives when, out of fear, silence becomes betrayal. Betrayal means that we 

knowingly choose to allow injustice to take place without standing and protesting for what is just. This is true 

whether it be on the personal level or at the level of the People. The betrayal of our People must be considered a 

crime against humanity. For me, this is one of those times as I witness and experience a plethora of social, 

economic, political and cultural decisions being made, plans in place and being implemented that will change the 

essence of those of African descent living in the West End, as it did in Pendleton and Over-the Rhine all inner-city 

communities. This model is constructed as it is being done throughout the U.S. and the African world. Not unlike 

other inner-cities in the U.S. what is happening in communities of African descent is tantamount to “ethnic 

cleansing” with the so-called “gentrification” and “improvement” of the city for “everyone”.  

With the gentrification and improvement of downtown Cincinnati, black fences now deny our homeless, many of 

them with mental illness, access to areas of the city in which they formerly lived and socialized. They are the same 

fences used in housing projects to cordon off community members from each other and deny easy access in and out 

of their neighborhood by foot. Our homeless are asked to register with Hamilton County for the right to beg for a 

tribute’s penny. The Shell Gas station, on Liberty Avenue is an insult to the African community fenced in to keep 

our children, our poor, our down-trodden and our powerless out. The churches no longer sleep the homeless on their 

door-steps; the homeless and down-trodden must go. Cincinnati police stationed oppressively bright flood lights 

placed on East McMicken Avenue throughout the night, until the street youth were either arrested or forced off of 

the streets. Loitering is the new catch-phrase for harassment of those of African descent, the down-trodden, the 

homeless and the poor and another way of making it clear, you are not wanted here. With gentrification and 

community “improvement” there is a new sheriff in town. 

Gentrification is a liberal acknowledgement of colonialism and of occupation. It is a modern way in which sanitized 

enclaves are created where the gentrified feel safe. This era in history, in its own way, mirrors the history of the 

European pilgrims and pioneers who invaded the lands of the Indigenous Peoples and Nations with their covered 

wagons, forts, and “pioneering spirit”. It is what some call modern day “diversity” in action.  

Behind the Acquisition and Ownership of Private Wealth is a Crime 

One of the leading financial interests and its political and economic allies driving this gentrification, in Cincinnati, is 

the financial interest of the billionaire Carl Linder, Jr. family. The repository and conduit for this wealth is the 

American Financial Group, originally founded in 1872vi, and later by Carl Linder, Jr. in 1959. It is reported that in 

2018 American Financial Group is a Cincinnati based company with 6,700 employees with sales of $6.7 billion; 

revenue of $50.5 billion and a profit of $467 million.vii It is important to know who and what is involved in the 

decisions that impact our lives.  

“Mr. Linder ruled over a maze of corporations with nearly 70,000 employees worldwide. American Financial 

owned, or held substantial investments in Chiquita Brands International, one of the world’s largest food producers; 
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the Charter Company, marketer of fuel to electric utilities; and the American Insurance Group.”viii It is reported that 

the Carl Linder and family have a worth of 2.3 billion dollars. Finance and venture capital is not some abstract 

theory, it is a reality. 

One of the projects being used in this gentrification effort is the building of the FC Cincinnati West End Soccer 

Stadium. The majority owner of the FC Cincinnati Soccer Stadium and CEO of the American Financial Group is 

Carl Linder III. The American Financial Group is a Fortune 500 company, (with assets over $55 billionix) and is the 

parent company of Great American Insurance Group.x Jeff B. Berding, Board Director of the American Financial 

Group, Inc. and part owner of FC Cincinnati represents him and others in collaboration with Cincinnati Public 

Schools (CPS)2 and other public, private and local, state and national governmental support. In the public forum at 

Taft High School there were those who argued that this collaboration was made in the best interest of the students 

living in the West End, who predominantly attend Taft High School and also the West End as a whole. Some FC 

Cincinnati stadium advocates were paid for their public support. 

I voiced my opposition at a CPS board sponsored community forum at Taft High School. I felt then and know now 

that the decision to place the FC Cincinnati stadium in the West End was not in the best interest of the West End 

community but was an avenue for profit and with it the displacement of those of African descent, the poor and the 

homeless. The Pendleton community suffered the same fate with the building of the casino as the catalyst. The 

Cincinnati for “everyone” movement continues with its westward motion. 

This collaboration of the financial interests promoting the building of the FC Cincinnati stadium in the heart of the 

West End was never vetted. By vetting the financial interests seeking massive financial, social, economic and 

cultural control of the West End, the West End residents and the community as a whole would know some of the 

sordid history of the financial interest involved. I suggest that if this history was known, with whom FC Cincinnati 

negotiated the West End Stadium, then secrecy and deception governed the public process. What is clear is that U.S. 

corporations operating in Central America, one of which is Chiquita Brand International, Inc., are raping the 

Indigenous Peoples and Nations of the fruits of their labor and their natural resources. The rape of Central America 

is the essence of the relationship that the U.S. government, military and businesses have with those countries. 

The Abuse and Powerlessness of Indigenous Peasants & Workers and those of African Descent 

“In the United States, two-thirds of the bananas we eat come from Central America. In countries like Guatemala, 

Costa Rica and Honduras, workers spend up to 12 hours a day cultivating, harvesting, washing, labeling and packing 

the banana bunches that appear in the produce department of your local grocery store.”xi Even more specifically, 

“Roughly one quarter of all bananas on tables in the United States and the European Union are grown on plantations 

scattered along Ecuador’s coast, where workers’ international labor rights are flouted daily. Ecuador the largest 

banana exporter in the world, those plantations supply corporations like Dole Food Company, Inc. (Dole), Del 

Monte Fresh Produce Company (Del Monte), and Chiquita Brands International, Inc. (Chiquita), does not 

adequately enforce its own labor laws … Even Chiquita’s own 2000 Corporate Responsibility Report, analyzing its 

attempt at socially responsible engagement in Ecuador recognizes that the country’s rise to become the world’s 

leading banana exporter ‘has been fueled by lower labor, social, and environmental standards than are generally 

present in the rest of Latin [Central] American. In 2000, roughly 31 percent of Dole’s export bananas, 13 percent of 

Del Monte’s and 7 percent of Chiquita’s were supplied by Ecuadorian plantations.”xii 

Throughout Central America the Indigenous Peoples and Nations and those of African descent continue to be 

abused and exploited. “Between 70 and 90 percent of Panama’s 417,000 indigenous people live in poverty, 

according to a 2014 United Nations report ... A large portion of the banana industry is in the hands of transnational 

corporations. Besides Fresh Del Monte, there are branches of other U.S. firms like Chiquita Brands which controls 

24 percent of the country’s banana exports, or the Dole Food Company … The banana industry carries a heavy 

weight in the country, especially the Caribbean coastal region [heavily populated by persons of African descent]. 

 
2 The school board agreed to swap land with FC Cincinnati as longs as the team pays 25 percent of its property 
taxes and builds a new $10 million high school stadium across the street on Ezzard Charles Drive. Seitz, Amanda. 
City Council Approves Cincinnati Stadium Infrastructure Funding. April 16, 2018. www.wcpo.com 
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According to statistics from Corbana. It employs 6.2 percent of Costa Rica’s workforce and 77 percent of all 

workers in the Caribbean region.”xiii This is just the tip of the iceberg when detailing with the impact of U.S. based 

corporate agribusiness in Colombia. The devastating human and natural resource price paid is hidden from much of 

the world. The truth must be told and injustices exposed. What is happening in Colombia is inseparable from the 

economics and politics of the West End, Cincinnati. The drastic increase in the banana’s popularity over the 20th 

century provided room for the expansion of the industry. Now, the annual production of bananas is upwards of 60 

million tons.  

In Chiquita’s case, huge amounts of production, however, bring tremendous environmental destruction with the 

industry’s expansion. In addition to massive deforestation in regions from which the United Fruit Company 

produced bananas, ‘the company [has used] pesticides, especially in Guatemala and in Honduras, that are very well 

known to the U.S. to be carcinogenic.’ Adrianna Gutierrez told the HPR [Harvard Political Review]. These toxic 

chemicals are illegal in Europe, the United States, and Canada, however Chiquita continues to use these pesticides, 

valuing production efficiency over environmental and worker welfare.”xiv The Indigenous Peoples and Nations of 

Central America lives are not valued, they are used like animals, solely as instruments of production, particularly 

Indigenous women and children in the corporate production of bananas. 

“In 2012 about 168 million children were involved in child labour, 85.3% of them performing hazardous work 

activities. Almost 60% of global child labour takes place in the agricultural sector, representing 98 million children  

... Child labour eradication in the banana sector is directly linked to rural poverty. Even with low salaries child 

workers still represent a source of income for poor families … Girls often work more than boys instead of attending 

school, particularly as domestic tasks come on top of agricultural work.”xv 

Banana Production Devastates Indigenous Women and Children 

“Bananas are the most popular fruit in the world. With more than 100 billion consumed annually. Bananas have 

been sold in North America since the late 1800s … Like many agricultural commodities, however, this seemingly 

wholesome food has a dark history. The production of bananas for export was part and parcel of 19th – and 20th 

century U.S. and European colonialism, advertised as bringing ‘modernity’ to tropical regions and making use of 

‘useless’ jungle.”xvi The exploitation of Indigenous labor is not particular to any one company; it is the nature of the 

relationship between international finance capital and its rape of the world’s natural and human resources. Corporate 

banana production carries with it an inhuman cost for those who engage in its production. This is particularly true 

for women of Indigenous Peoples and Nations and those of African descent. The “proportion of women employed in 

the main banana exporting countries in [Central] America (and are also the top 10 exporting countries in Latin 

America) are as follows; Colombia 7%; Costa Rica 13%; Ecuador 12%; Guatemala 16%; Honduras 30%; Nicaragua 

27%; Panama 11%; and Peru 15%.”xvii Thus the deplorable conditions in which these women live may vary from 

country to country, but poverty, racism, economic exploitation, and women’s oppression is a universal condition.  

“According to Fatima Del Rosario Herera Olea, trade union, SITAG-Peru, female banana and agro-industrial 

workers throughout [Central] America face constant struggle against instability, inequality and discrimination in the 

workplace. Fatima reports that women often work a 14 hour day without overtime and that they do not have the 

freedom to organize themselves into a trade union. Furthermore, women are frequently sacked for being pregnant, 

they have no ante- or post-natal maternity rights and many suffer sexual harassment in the workplace.”xviii 

The dire exploitation of Indigenous and African women and their children include but are not limited to the 

following: 

• “The use of toxic chemicals in the fields and the pack-houses causes women to suffer skin lesions, 

respiratory problems, cancers, miscarriages and birth defects in their children. There is often a lack of 

adequate medical equipment, meaning women have no access to essential services such as gynecology and 

breast examinations. Other health problems include backache, and varicose veins caused by cramped 

conditions. 

• Wages are so low that women are often forces to stay out in the fields during aerial pesticide spraying 

because they can’t afford to lose the pay. 
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• The majority of women workers are single heads of households. Childcare provision on plantations is 

almost non-existent, which means women have to rely upon family, neighbours and friends, but in some 

cases have no choice but to leave children on their own. Women often can’t afford to send all or any of 

their children to school. In addition to long working hours, domestic tasks mean women are working up to 

18 hours per day, with negative effects on health and well-being.”xix 

These conditions are imposed on the Peoples and Nations of Central America and to those of African descent. 

Women and their children bear the brunt of this inhumanity which has its roots in the U.S. expansion of its corporate 

and military power in the Western Hemisphere. There lies the sordid use of fiancé capital and its impact on the lives 

of everyday working people. Who would know or think that the bananas that are eaten every day come at such a 

disgraceful human price. Who would think that children are ruthlessly exploited for a banana? Nonetheless, “in the 

agricultural sector children are particularly vulnerable to specific risks and hazards such as the exposure to 

pesticides, which is prevalent in the production of exported crops such as bananas.”xx  

“When the planes pass, we cover ourselves with our shirts…. We just continue working …. We can smell the 

pesticides ….  

Children told Human Rights Watch that they handled insecticide-treated plastics used in the fields to cover and 

protect bananas, directly applied fungicides to bananas being prepared for shipment in packing plants, and continued 

working while fungicides were sprayed from planes overhead. Sometimes children were provided protective 

equipment; most often they were not. These children enumerated the various adverse health effects that they had 

suffered shortly after pesticide exposure, including headaches, fever, dizziness, red eyes, stomach aches, nausea, 

vomiting, trembling and shaking, itching, burning nostrils, fatigue, and aching bones. Children also described 

working with sharp tools, such as knives, machetes, and short curved blades, and three pre-adolescent, aged twelve, 

twelve and eleven, described the sexual harassment they allegedly had experienced at the hands of the administrator 

of two packing plants where they worked. In addition, four boys explained they attached harnesses to themselves, 

hooked themselves to pulleys on cables from which banana stalks were hung, and used this pulley system to drag 

approximately twenty banana-stalks, weighing between fifty and one hundred pounds each, over one mile from the 

fields to the packing plants five or six times a day … 

Fewer than 40 percent of these children were still in school at age fourteen. When asked why they had left school to 

work, most answered that they need to provide money for their parents to purchase food and clothing for their 

families …”xxi Who would think that women and children would be the most victimized? 

The United Fruit Company to Chiquita Brand International, Inc. – A Passing of the Banana 

“United Fruit was the creation of Joseph Macheca, the New Orleans mob boss… Macheca was the grand wizard of 

that City’s Ku Klux Klan. . . Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli sent Macheca and [Charles] Matrenga to New 

Orleans to start United Fruit. 

United Fruit’s omnipresence in Central America gave rise to the phrase ‘banana republics’. It first changed its name 

to United Brands (UB) and owned Chiquita Bananas, John Morrell meats and A&W Restaurants.”xxii The entry of 

expansion of the U.S. fruit industry into Central America can be traced to the whole sale fruit sellers of New 

Orleans, who happened to be Italian.  It was the Macheca family that was central to this development and were also 

victims of it. 

“Despite the prejudices against them, Italians managed to enter and some even dominate the fruit trade. All victims 

of the Lynching were engaged in the fruit business. Unquestionably, the well-established white elite in the city was 

increasingly challenged by the growing economic independence of Italian immigrants, represented by the Macheca 

family … His stepfather had started a fruit business in New Orleans in 1852”xxiii 

Italians, as immigrants, were seen as immoral and threatening to the established [Anglo-European] white business 

community. The organization that the Italian business community was viewed as criminal, as organized crime 

(MAFIA). Joseph Macheca as one of the leading Italian businessmen was seen as one of its leading organizers. 
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Macheca was an Italian nationalist and an advocate of capitalism. He pushed that the Italian businessmen and the 

Italian community take advantage of living in America and seek and enjoy the benefits. 

“Furthermore, Joseph Macheca had vigorously encouraged Italians at all levels of the fruit trade – wholesales, 

retailers, and stevedores – to organize and gain control of the business.”xxiv 

He continued to work and collaborate with other Italian businessmen in the fruit industry. His work reaped 

economic rewards in the U.S. and abroad, particularly in Central America. 

“As a result of the ever-growing trade with Latin America the founding of a permanent organization of fruit 

importers became essential. Joseph Macheca clearly visualized local business opportunities. In 1881 he founded a 

permanent organization of the whole sale merchants – his main customers in the city – under the name, ‘New 

Orleans Fruit and Produce Association’. It was designed to ‘protect and govern the fruit trade in the city’.”xxv It was 

this association that was the predecessor to the United Fruit Company. 

Joseph Macheaca was ‘lynched” along with ten other Italians in the fruit industry. His work was not in vain and “In 

1900 John Macheaca, the younger brother of Joseph organized with some other Italian businessmen the giant United 

Fruit Company , which became one of the largest U.S. firms.”xxvi 

 “Chiquita, formerly known as the United Fruit Company, was until the 1990s, the biggest banana company in the 

world, controlling about one third of world trade. Despite coming close to bankruptcy in 2000, the company still 

holds second place in world sales figures, second only to Dole. In [Central] America, Chiquita operates banana 

plantations or buys year-round in Honduras, Panama, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Colombia, Nicaragua and Mexico.”xxvii 

The United Fruit Company, bought by Carl Linder, Jr. in 1984 was renamed Chiquita Brand International and 

continued its role as established by the United Fruit Company. The United Fruit Company conducted business by 

building relations with criminals in business and   

“As for repressive regimes, they were United Fruit’s best friends, with coups d’état among its specialties,” . . . . 

“United Fruit had possibly launched more exercises in ‘regime change’ on the banana’s behalf than had even been 

carried out in the name of oil.”xxviii 

This United Fruit Company history and its genocidal policies against the Indigenous Peoples and Nations and 

persons of African descent of Central America is yet to be fully told. 

Chiquita continued the murderous process of banana production unabated. Carl Linder had allies in local, state and 

the national governments. “Carl Linder, then the C.E.O. of Chiquita, frequently used his close political ties and 

generous financial gifts to U.S. politicians to help him in securing legislation which would increase his profits.”xxix 

This is the sordid use of finance capital that continues to wreak havoc in the countries that it imposes itself on. 

Profits through the exploitation of People is what drives this multi-national industry. History records that for private 

wealth the toiling Peoples of the world must suffer economic abuse, humiliation and indignities. 

“Chiquita markets and distributes a variety of other fresh and processed food products. It markets these products 

under a number of brand names, including Chiquita Jr., Amigo, Chico, Frupac, Pacific Gold, and Consul. 

In 1997 Chiquita Brands posted net earnings of $300,000 on revenue of $2.43 billion . . . For the first quarter of 

1998, Chiquita reported net income of $41.1 million on sales of $712.2 million. In 1995 the company reported net 

income of $9.0 million on revenue of $2.57 billion . . . . 

In 1997 bananas accounted for 60 percent of Chiquita’s total sales with other products generating the remaining 40 

percent. Sales in North America accounted for 55 percent of total revenue, while sales in Central and South America 

brought in 2 percent, and sales to Europe and other regions generated 43 percent.”xxx Chiquita Brands International 

is the modern day expression of the relationships established with the countries of Central America by the United 

Fruit Company. 

Chiquita Brand International Inc.’s Support of State Terrorism 
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Banana Company Chiquita Brands International assumed these relationships and this role and to this very day 

continues to profit off of the economic, cultural and political suffering and political assassination of the leadership of 

the Indigenous Peoples and Nations and those of African descent in Central America. “On September 3rd [2015], 

Honduran union leader president Tomas Membreno Perez was followed by an unknown vehicle while traveling with 

a fellow union leader, only a few days after an anonymous Facebook message warned him that he’d be killed if he 

continued his work on behalf of workers at a Chiquita-owned banana [Finca Santa Rita, previously known as Tres 

Hermanas] plantation. . . According to the AFL-CIO, Finca Santa Rita owes it employees over $50,000 in back 

wages. . .”xxxi  

What was set in motion during the Linder control of Chiquita Banana International Inc. continues to this very day 

for the Indigenous Peoples and Nations and their leadership. On November 6 [2018] El Tiempo newspaper reported 

that three Awa indigenous persons were killed within less than 24 hours. Hector Ramiro Garcia founder of the 

Camawari Organization (Organizacion Camawari) and one of the oldest indigenous resistance leaders in the 

department, was assassinated along with his son Braulio Arturo Garcia. A few days prior, Braulio, who is 28 years 

old, was elected as governor of the El Palmar reserve for 2019. Indigenous guards Miguel Garcia (coordinator), 

Gilberto Nastacuas, Gerardo Nastacuas, and Juvenal Torres were all gravely wounded in the attack. That same day, 

a 16-year old girl was assassinated and her body later found with several gunshot wounds.”xxxii 

This history blatant and indiscriminate abuse was documented when it was reported that “Banana Company Chiquita 

Brands International . . . agreed to a $25 million fine after admitting it paid terrorists for protection in a volatile 

farming region of Columbia. 

In court documents . . ., federal prosecutors said the Cincinnati-based company and several unnamed high-ranking 

corporate officers paid about $1.7 million between 1997 and 2004 to the United Self-Defense Force of Columbia, 

known as AUC for its Spanish initials (and also known as the death squad). 

The AUC has been responsible for some of the worst massacres in Columbia’s civil conflict and for a sizeable 

percentage of the country’s cocaine exports. The U.S. government designated the right-wing militia a terrorist 

organization in September 2001.”xxxiii Due to the corruption within the Colombian government the victims of 

paramilitary murders have no redress. For example, “the Colombian government ‘has … failed to arrest and 

prosecute paramilitary leader Fidel Castano, who has been implicated in a number of rural massacres since the late 

1980s.”xxxiv This is one of the business associates being financed by Chiquita Brands International, Inc. 

This relationship between international cocaine trafficking and the banana industry in general and Chiquita Brands 

International in particular is another example of the sordid use of financial capital. “Berlin [Germany] police on 

Monday found more than 383 kilograms (850 pounds) of cocaine inside banana boxes at a discount grocery chain in 

what authorities say is the largest-ever seizure of the drug in the German capital. . .  The estimated market value of 

the cocaine was estimated at around 15 million euros ($16.8 million). 

The drugs were found in 14 different branches of the Aldi chain in and around Berlin. 

It was the second time police made such a find in Berlin. January 2014, police seized around 140 kilograms of 

cocaine, also in banana boxes at Aldi branches. At the time, investigators followed a trail back to a drug cartel in 

Colombia, but no arrests were made . . .”xxxv 

This reality is also true for the U.S. where U.S. corporations have business relations with the drug trafficking 

industry and use the shipping of cocaine with shipments of bananas and other commodities. A shipment of bananas 

[in Dole boxes] was sent to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice by the Ports of American in Freeport. “Within 

the boxes, officials discovered 540 packages of cocaine hidden among bundles of bananas. Police list the value of 

the drugs at almost $18 million.”xxxvi Businessmen and business women and their economic interests takes 

precedence over the lives of working people. Drug trafficking is business and U.S. corporations have been known to 

collaborate with them. “Colombia’s billionaire drug lords are intensifying their grip on the country [Colombia] by 

investing in legitimate business enterprises and by financing paramilitary groups… Some traffickers are investing in 

Colombian businesses that facilitate trafficking and money laundering operations as well as provide an air of 

respectability for their owners.”xxxvii In Colombia and throughout Central America the line between illegal business 
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and legal business is not neatly divided as the wealthy and the rich are on both sides of the legal/illegal coin. 

Businessmen, politicians and their allies work together to assure the billions are made by them. 

“[T]raffickers, often working closely with conservative land owners and local political and security officials, have 

formed heavily-armed, well-financed paramilitary groups to counter the insurgents and protect drug-related 

facilities. . . In northern areas where paramilitary groups have gained the upper hand over insurgents, traffickers 

have become powerful warlords controlling extensive patronage systems. . . 

Traffickers … will likely continue to expand their business empires while strengthening their hold in some rural 

areas . . . Colombia’s asset seizure laws already are strong but have little impact on the drug trade because violence 

and corruption have virtually destroyed the ability of the judicial system to deal with narcotics enforcement.”xxxviii 

The money generated through the trafficking of drugs is invested in particular businesses that allows their 

legitimation in the business community and is a mechanism through which they launder their money. “The Kinds of 

Business Owned by Colombian Drug Traffickers, as reported by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) are as 

follows: 

 1) Enterprise: Use in Narcotic Operations; 

 2) Air Services: Can move personnel, drugs, and related supplies … crop dusting, ‘flying ambulances’ firms 

popular because aircraft not subject to standard civil, commercial air regulations … charter airlines used to launder 

money by falsifying passenger logs to indicate empty seats were occupied by paying customers; 

3) Import-export firms: Smuggling … drugs frequently hidden in bulky shipments of commodities such as flowers, 

coffee to throw off dogs trained to detect drugs; 

4) Security services: Allow drug lords to protect themselves and their operations with security personnel authorized 

by government to be heavily armed; 

5) Pharmaceutical companies: Facilitate import, illicit diversion of chemicals used to process cocaine; 

6) Real estate agencies: Laundering and investment of drug profits; 

7) Luxury car dealerships: Cash from drug sales in US sometimes hidden in cars shipped to Colombia … also used 

in money laundering scheme involving bogus car repairs; 

8) Media: Allow traffickers to influence public opinion; and 

9) Entertainment: Restaurants, night clubs, sports teams, allow traffickers to ingratiate themselves with into local 

communities” xxxix 

The business interest of the Linder family is documented to have intimate ties to at least one conglomerate of 

organizations, the United Self-Defense of Columbia (AUC) that is involved with international drug trafficking, 

based in Colombia. “The [Drug Enforcement Association] DEA estimated that 20% of all cocaine reaching the U.S. 

during the 1970s came in on United Brands banana boats at Baltimore Harbor. . . UB is 45.4%-owned by Cincinnati-

based financial mogul Carl Linder. . .”xl These ties not only are directly related to mass drug addiction in the U.S. 

and throughout the world, it also impacted those connected to this illicit trade. In the Linder family itself, the 

chickens came home to roost. 

“Robert D. Linder Sr. is owner of United Dairy Farmers Inc. . . a three-state chain of convenience stores. [Robert 

Linder, [Jr.], nephew of Carl H. Linder, chairman of American Financial Group,  was arrested at New Zealand’s 

Auckland International Airport. Customs personnel using drug-sniffing dogs found 11 grams of cocaine in his 

luggage and eight grams of marijuana in his pockets, police said. 

Eleven grams of cocaine is a little less than a ½ ounce, worth about $1000 on the streets in the United States, police 

said. 

In Ohio, possession of that amount of cocaine is a fourth-degree felony, punishable by six to 18 months in jail and a 

$5,000 fine. . . Linder’s lawyer, David Jones, said in court that Linder’s drug use was ‘related to a number of family 

and business circumstances,’ the Herald reported. . .  

Linder was jailed overnight, released on bond and still was able to spend time fishing at Huka Lodge before the final 

court appearance, the Herald reported. ‘He was granted bail, which is a bit unusual,’ said Denise MacKay an editor 
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at the Herald. If Linder had been a New Zealand citizen, he could have faced a penalty of at least two years in 

prison. 

Robert Linder, Jr. was fined $12,500 . . . and deported from the South Pacific nation. . .”xli 

Because of exposure of their financial and political dealings, “Chiquita Brands International, Inc., under 

investigation for payments its Colombian banana subsidiary made to groups designated by the United States as 

terrorist organizations, said on Friday [June 7, 2004] it was selling the unit . . . . On May 10, Chiquita announced it 

had told the U.S. Justice Department in April 2003 of payments by the subsidiary, Banadex, to groups in Colombia 

designated by the United States as terrorists. . . xlii 

The horrors associated with the growth and development of paramilitary groups in Columbia are another expression 

of crimes against humanity. “Colombia’s right-wing paramilitary groups initially developed during the Colombian 

civil war as private militias to defend landed interests. They proliferated in the 1970’s, often backed covertly by the 

political class, which was intent on defeating the left-wing insurrection. The CIA of the U.S. government in a June 

13, 1997 Secret Intelligence Report argued that “the climate of insecurity in vast areas of Colombia offers the 

paramilitaries a ready and lucrative market among wealthy businessmen, include drug traffickers . . . Paramilitary 

groups have long been regarded as allies, or in some cases surrogates of the military [and] victims of paramilitary 

violence are most commonly unarmed civilians who are murdered for suspected ties to the guerrillas.”xliii And in 

1997, these paramilitaries were intimidating enough that Anabel’s [at that time a 10 year old girl of African descent] 

stepfather, aware of the dangers, eventually agreed to sell his land. What Anabel’s stepfather did not know was that 

the “buyers” of his land were paid murders who had targeted him as their next victim. 

“When Anabel and her family met with the buyer, he said he had to go to another town, and they all got in a waiting 

taxi. But the taxi soon pulled to an unexpected stop. The buyer exited and another man come in, pulled a gun and 

started driving. Accompanied by other men on motorbikes, they continued on until reaching the end of a dirt road, 

where Anabel’s mother and stepfather were ordered to leave the car. The men beat and then shot her stepfather, 

killing him. Her mother tried to run; she was shot and killed, too. The men took the papers they needed for 

ownership of the land, then had the taxi driver bring Anabel into town.”xliv 

Anabel is just one example of the thousands of Indigenous and African People who have been intimidated and/or 

murdered by paramilitary organizations in Colombia by organizations known to be financially supported by 

Chiquita Brand International, which was owned by the Linder family. 

It was in Uraba that paramilitary groups met to solidify a unity of action so “following a national conference in 

Uraba attended by some 150 activists in mid-April [1997], the largest paramilitary groups announced that they were 

forming a national, unified coordinating committee known as United Self-Defense of Colombia (AUC).”xlv The 

proliferation of paramilitary groups is directly associated to the resistance by the Central American people to free 

themselves of the ravages of colonial and neo-colonial control. The instruments of oppression [United Fruit 

Company, Chiquita Brands International] change hands but oppression for profit remains the name of the game. 

Carl Linder, Sr. acquired the United Fruit Company in 1984 and it has been recorded that “[b]y 1990 Chiquita has 

significant operations in Uraba, the sub-region where Anabel was living with her mother and stepfather. They were 

giving millions of dollars to mass-murdering paramilitaries, who had been emboldened by political protections 

during the civil war, to help protect their assets form dissidents and their operations from unionists. The major 

paramilitary group in Colombia, the AUC, has a long history of violence against peasants, trade unionists, Afro-

Colombians and indigenous communities. Chiquita has admitted that it made at least 100 payments to the AUC in 

the period from 1997 to 2004, a total of 1.7 million.”xlvi 

The support of the United Self-Defense of Colombia by Chiquita Brand International, Inc. and other U.S. 

corporations and its impact on those of African descent was also documented in the Washington Post. The Post 

reported that in 2001 the AUC committed a large-scale massacre that it documents with this description, “They 

brought out the victims using a helicopter with a cargo net dangling beneath. Soldiers wearing rubber gloves and 

masks unloaded body bags and laid them in the broad shade of an acacia tree… [They were] watched from across a 

soccer field by the mostly black residents of Timba and clusters of refugees from Naya [Naya and the surrounding 
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region, is populated by mostly black and indigenous people]… Beginning the Wednesday before Easter, a squad 

from Colombia’s right-wing paramilitary force entered Naya and its surrounding hamlets. For three days, as the 

government army tried to reach the jungle town amid fierce fighting, Colombian officials say, paramilitary troops 

used machetes, guns and chain saws to kill at least 40 civilians… Apart from its size, the Naya massacre has 

frightened survivors and top Colombian officials for the way in which paramilitary group, the United Self-Defense 

of Colombia (AUC), carried out the killings.”xlvii 

This brutality has not subsided to this very day. Nothing has changed for those Colombians of African descent who 

confront the multi-national corporations and their Colombian allies. “On November [2018], the Inter-Ecclesial 

Justice and Peace Commission (Comision Intereclesial de Justicia Paz, CIPJ) reported 10 persons were murdered in 

the Afro-Colombian city of Buenaventura…. One of the victims was dismembered and pictures of his body parts 

circulated on social media. Community leaders claim over 20 persons were killed in just the last two months 

[October & November, 2018].”xlviii 

For those families, men, women and children who were and are victims of paramilitary intimidation and murder 

there was no redress or justice. The vast majority of those involved in the murder and massacre of the peoples of 

Colombia remain free to continue their murderous and genocidal deeds. Not only are these criminals permitted to 

defy the justice of the People, the egregious crimes committed were and remain crimes against humanity. “A team 

of prosecutors who specialize in investigating human rights abuses has been pursuing cases against numerous 

paramilitary leaders and activists, but the problem has grown so large that they are only able to address a fraction of 

the many serious incidents that take place every day. Last year [1996], the team addressed approximately 100 cases 

involving massacres, kidnappings, forced disappearances and extrajudicial killings by paramilitaries…, members of 

the security forces, and others. . .  

As a result of these efforts and those of the police, several important paramilitary commanders and lower level 

members have been arrested, but many other arrest warrants, some many years old, have not been enforced.”xlix  

Colombia, like all modern day settler-colonial colonies, is a cesspool of political corruption. Corrupt politicians 

work hand in hand with drug traffickers and their armed security. “The Colombian government authorized the 

formation of Convivirs [the official name of these groups is Rural Cooperatives of Vigilance and Security. Convivir 

means ‘living together’ in Spanish] in November 1995 to aid the military in counterinsurgency [financed by the 

U.S.] operations by empowering civilians to gather information [as paid snitches and informants] about guerilla 

activities in rural areas and pass it to local commanders. Estimates of the number of Convivirs in operation vary; 

press and US embassy sources say that 400-500 Convivirs3 have been formed as of April [1997] … the majority 

operate in central and northern Colombia.”l 

It was these organizations that Chiquita Brand International sought to protect it banana plantations and secure its 

profit. The organic relationship with organizations associated with international drug trafficking, extrajudicial 

killings and murder were all part of doing business. 

“In March 2000, internal Chiquita communications noted the connection between the convivirs [legal ‘self-defense’ 

groups created ostensibly to protect private estates for guerilla incursionli] and the AUC, revealing that Chiquita 

chose to ‘continue making the payments [because they] can’t get the same level of support from the military.’ At the 

time these paramilitaries were regularly killing and dismembering people all over Columbia. Often the people they 

killed were opponents of big resource projects. . .  

 
3 Operating Areas of Major Colombian Paramilitary Groups, May 1997 include, but are not limited to the following: 
Self-defense groups of Cordoba and Uraba, Victor Carraza’s organization, Self-defense groups of Magdalena 
Medio, ‘La Menenta’ group, ‘Rodriguez Gacha’ group, Self-defense groups of Bajo Rionegro, Self-defense groups of 
Cesar, Self-defense groups of Valencia, Self-defense groups of Sucre, and ‘Los Masetos’ organization. Central 
Intelligence Agency. Office of Asian Pacific and Latin American Analysis. Secret Intelligence Report. Colombia: 
Paramilitaries Gaining Strength. June 13, 1997. www.cia.org 
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In 2006 and 2007, Colombia’s Supreme Court unearthed the ‘parapolitics’ scandal, which by 2012 had placed 139 

elected politicians under investigation for links to paramilitary organisations, including payments. Former Senator 

Mario Uribe Escobar—Alvaro Uribe’s cousin—was among those convicted and sent to prison.”lii Many Colombian 

elected officials are involved in the corruption and illegality of the paramilitary groups and that is why there is no 

redress for the Colombian People for crimes against humanity committed against them, particularly the Indigenous 

and the African. 

“As paramilitaries have grown and intensified their activities, so too have the number of human rights abuses 

attributed to these groups. Victims of paramilitary violence are most unarmed, noncombatant civilians who are 

murdered for suspected ties to the guerillas, according to a variety of sources. In some departments, paramilitaries 

carry out selective assassinations, while in other areas, particularly in northern Colombia, paramilitaries are 

suspected for carrying out numerous massacres of suspected leftist sympathizers. 

[In addition] credible, local nongovernmental organization sources say that more than half of politically motivated 

extrajudicial killings were committed by paramilitaries in 1996, more than triple the level attributed to them in 1993. 

Colombian human rights prosecutors blame paramilitaries for the majority of massacres in areas such as Uraba, 

Cordoba, Magdelene Medio, and the Eastern plains. . . A recent government report indicated that paramilitary 

attacks are now the primary cause of the rising number of internal refugees, finds that are consistent with those in a 

study carried out by two human rights groups. 

The study found that more than 180,000 Colombians were displaced by violence in 1996; it blamed paramilitary 

groups for 33 percent of the forced migration. . .”liii 

I want to make it clear that I am not targeting the Linder family, their allies, and business associates only. What is 

being exposed is the way the U.S. exploits, through agri-business, the Peoples and Nations of Central America, only 

highlighting as an example, Columbia. 

In December of 1985 from the U.S. Embassy in Bogota Columbia to RUEHC/Secretary of State and also to the 

President of the United States wrote a  confidential cable that includes the following: “[w]e believe that the modus 

operandi being pursued by some American corporations in Colombia (now including Bechtel and Fluor in addition 

to Teneco) is not only in conflict with USG [U.S. Government] anti-terrorism theory: it could be accurately be 

described as a pro-terrorism and anti-law enforcement policy.”liv Modus operandi, in this instance, means that it is 

the way U.S. corporations do business in Central America and the world; it is what it is. From its own official’s 

hands, they document that the U.S. government is knowledgeable and complicit in the unbridled murder and rape of 

the Peoples and resources of Central America, in general, but in this instance, Colombia, in particular. The U.S. 

government is complicit because it has the power to stop U.S. corporations from these murders, land thefts, and the 

drug trafficking but accepts these relations and conditions as being in the U.S.’s economic and political interest. 

Banacol and the Laundering of Blood-Money 

Banacol is the conduit for Chiquita Banana continuing profits in Colombia. It is “implicated in paramilitarism and 

land-grabbing in Curavarado and Jiguamiando, [Colombia]. Banacols business benefits from paramilitarism and 

land-grabbings . . . in the Afro-Colombian and [Indigenous] communities collective territories of Curbarado and 

Jiguamiando in the Lower Atrato region of Choco, Colombia. This company produces and trades bananas, 

pineapples, cassava, and other products. Its business benefits from paramilitary structures, the promotion of land 

invasion for banana production and contracts with individuals who do not have approval of the communities. These 

activities are pursued to advance agreements concerning the use of the land, against Colombian laws. 

The transnational company Banacol acquired Banadex, a subsidiary of the United States’ Chiquita Brands, and 

rushed into contracts with them to ensure the sale of fruit to Chiquita Brands after Chiquita was sanctioned by the 

State Department for the financing of illegal groups in Colombia.lv 

Collaborating with international drug cartels has been an ongoing practice for U.S. corporations and government. 

This was documented during the Iran-Contra Affair trial, particularly with the testimony of Oliver North after a 
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plane used for trafficking weapons to the contras in Nicaragua was shot down. The landing strip for the contra 

supply of weapons was located in Potrero Grande, the same air strip in Costa Rica used to fly drugs from Central 

America to the U.S. Eugene Hasenfus, a CIA pilot, was shot down in Nicaragua. Hasenfus contacted Philip 

Rodríguez (a Cuban CIA operative) who contacted Oliver North in the White House.lvi 

Chiquita Brands International was and is complicit, known or unknown with the distribution of cocaine worldwide 

through its relationship with the AUC. 

“[I]t is believed that by 2002 the AUC controlled 40% of Colombian cocaine trafficking and had an annual income 

of approximately 100 million USD”lvii What is fact is that “several of the AUC’s paramilitary leaders have been 

indicted by the U.S. on drug trafficking charges, including Diego Fernando Murillo Bejarano, Vincente Castano Gil, 

Slavatore Mancuso Gomez,  and Juan Carlos Sierra Ramierez. . .”lviii The relationship between the agribusiness, drug 

traffickers and paramilitary groups is inseparable. “Paramilitaries sometimes do more for traffickers than protect 

against guerillas; they are used by traffickers to force owners and squatters off land . . . the presence of large 

landholdings, particularly those owned by narcotraffickers, appears to be the strongest indicator of 

paramilitarism.”lix 

The genocidal policies of Chiquita Bananas International was further exposed with grave detail from their own 

internal records that record the “identities and roles of Chiquita executives like Robert F. Kistinger, head of 

Chiquita’s Banana Group based in Cincinnati, Ohio, who both approved and oversaw years of payments to groups 

such as the now-defunct far-right paramilitary organization the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia, better 

known by its Spanish acronym AUC.  

The investigation found that Kistinger viewed the payments as a ‘normal expenditure’ and like the purchase of 

things such as fertilizer or agrochemicals saw then as ‘an ongoing cost’ of the company business operations. The 

investigation also identified the exact members of Chiquita’s board of directors, the corporate security team, 

regional and country operations manager.”lx  

This is the nature and essence of “business”. For profit working Colombians’ labor is exploited and their resources 

stolen. For profit Indigenous and African peoples are driven off of their land and their lively hood denied. For profit 

Colombians are murdered for resisting the abuse they suffer and their desire to reclaim their dignity. For profit the 

rich get richer and the poor get poorer. This is the case in Colombia where all for a banana crop and for the 

production and trafficking of cocaine the Colombian people will die. Men in plush corporate offices make decisions 

that destroys the lives of the Colombian people and at its most extreme Colombian men, woman and children are 

assassinated.  This is especially true for Indigenous Peoples and Nations and for persons of African descent.  The 

AUC is merely an instrument used by the corporate elite to do their bidding and make their money. 

“The AUC does not operate in isolation, [it] is part of an umbrella organization called ‘Banana Block’, which 

controlled territory in the banana-producing area of Uraba and provided protection to banana producers.”lxi This area 

is heavily populated by persons of African descent. Many persons massacred by the AUC were murdered in Uraba. 

Uraba is historic in the struggle against the oppression of indigenous and persons of African descent. “Uraba, in the 

northwest part of Colombia, is the major banana-growing region of the country. Multinational companies have long 

coveted its land and resources. One of the most prominent of the companies there is Chiquita---a corporation with a 

long history in Latin America. 

In Colombia, on Dec. 6, 1928, Chiquita---then the United Fruit Company (UFC) got the police and army to 

massacre hundreds of banana workers striking for better conditions. Colombians still refer to the so-called ‘masacre 

de las bananeras’.”lxii 

The significance of this fact lies in another, Columbia has” the fourth largest Black African population [4,944,400 or 

10.6% of the populations and these numbers may be underestimated] in the Western Hemisphere following Brazil, 

Haiti and the United States.”lxiii Many of the persons massacred by the AUC were of African descent and therefore 

the financial interests responsible for the murder of people of African descent in Columbia is at the same said to 

have the best interest of those of African descent in the West End. 
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 “Last month, the UNHCR [United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees] said it was “more and more worried” 

about the rise in killings and threats against rights activists along Colombia’s Pacific coast. 

Most victims belonged to Afro-Colombian and indigenous groups, it said.”lxiv 

One illustration of the impact of the funding of these terrorist organizations is the murder of a leading Colombian 

female organizer of African descent, Emilsen Manyoma. “On Tuesday, February 23th [2017], local Police 

discovered the body of Emilsen Manyoma, a fearless leader of a network of Black and indigenous community 

organizations.  Sister-Warrior-Queen Emilsen was ruthlessly murdered and beheaded; her body left to bleed out on 

the very land she dedicated her life to protect.  

Afro-Colombians have long been targets of racial violence, an effect of the country’s decades-old civil war that has 

displaced an estimated two million Afro-Colombians. Over 200 Afro-Colombians and indigenous leaders were 

killed in 2016, many of them young men between the ages of 13 and 25 years old.   

Charo Mina-Rojas, an Afro-Colombian political activist, stated that ‘Her assassination was a response to the work 

she was doing, defending the rights of Black people,’  Mina-Rojas reports that Blacks and natives in Ms. 

Manyoma’s region are under pressure from coca producers and illegal mine operators and their gunmen.”lxv 

Those persons who stand up for their human dignity and rights are also targets for assassination. “On December 9, 

[2018] Human Rights Web (Red Derechos Humanos) reported the murder of human rights defender Giberto 

Antonio Zuluaga Ramirez. Auluaga Ramirez who was an active member of the Association of Workers of the 

Peasant Reserve Zone of Corinto (Asociacion de Trabajadores Capesios de la Zona de Reservas Campesinas de 

Corinto, APROZONAC). An unknown individual approached him and shot him in the head.”lxvi 

Anabel’s, Emilsen Manyoma’s, Giberto Antonio Zuluaga Ramirez, and other atrocities and crimes against humanity, 

including children, are being challenged by friends, supports, and People of good-will in Colombia’s, the U.S., and 

international court. Chiquita Brand International remains in court for being a participant in the violation of the 

human rights of the Colombian people. 

“On May 18, [2017], on behalf of affected Colombian communities, a coalition of human rights groups 

[International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), and the Corporacion Colectivo de Abogados Jose Alvear 

Restrepo (CAJAR)] including the International Human Rights Clinic at Harvard Law School called on the 

Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC) to investigate the complicity of executives at Chiquita Brands 

International in crimes against humanity. This coalition is on record as stating, ‘the executives who oversaw the 

funding of paramilitaries should not be able to sit comfortably in their houses in the United States as though they did 

nothing wrong,’ said a member of the Peach Community of San Jose de Apart ado. . .”lxvii 

All People of African Descent Are African 

I know as a Pan-Africanist that the murder of one African is the same as the murder of all Africans as we are the 

same People even though we may be living in different parts of the world. Chiquita Brand International, Inc., as a 

business of the Linder family can’t be associated with organizations that commit murder of an African in Colombia 

and at the same time say they are for an African in Cincinnati or in any other part of the world for money. “By 2003, 

Chiquita’s subsidiary in Columbia was its most profitable banana operation in the world.”lxviii On this contradiction 

even the blind can see. 

The financial interests in the U.S. has a long history of social, political and financial repression of the Indigenous 

Peoples and Nations and those persons of African descent. This is not the only country in Central America that 

suffer this victimization. It has been the nature of that relationship with the expansion of American settler-

colonization and neo-colonization in the Western Hemisphere following the Spanish American War April 21 – 

August 13, 1898. 
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This is why Martin Luther King, Jr. was clear in stating, “The need to maintain social stability for our [U.S.] 

investments accounts for the counter-revolutionary action of American forces in Guatemala. It tells why American 

helicopters are being used against guerrillas in Columbia and why American napalm and Green Beret forces have 

already been active against rebels in Peru.”lxix 

The Money Goes Into and Comes From the Same Sordid Pot 

It is clear that even with these facts and sordid history this process will move forward and the West End acquired, 

but history will record that the truth was told as to some of the real political and economic interests driving it and the 

predatory motives associated with it. Be it the American Financial Group, American Annuity Group, Inc., Great 

American Insurance Company, American Money Management Corporation, Great American Holding, Inc. 

American Financial Insurance Group,   Chiquita Brand International or FC Cincinnati, or any other subsidiary, the 

money goes into the same sordid pot and is used to further the expansion and economic, social, 4political, and 

cultural control of the voiceless and powerless. 

It is on the truth and for what is just we must stand or we chose lies and treachery. History suggests that the real 

motive for the placing of this stadium in the West End is very simple. “We [Great American Insurance Grouplxx] 

believe that our rich history of corporate citizenship is exemplified by our contributions to create safe and healthy 

neighborhoods where we live and work, and that this serves the best interests of our companies, employees and 

shareholders.”lxxi The people of African descent living in the West End are not a part of those they reportedly serve. 

We are not companies, employees or shareholders, but we are the West End community. 

The West End and the Repugnant Use of International Finance Capital 

The West End, like all communities of Indigenous and People of African descent, are not safe as there are financial 

predators amongst our midst; the same financial predators that ravage Columbia. The U.S. government and 

corporate financed war and carnage, like that of Chiquita Brand International, Inc. and its subsidiaries, in Colombia 

and Central America has a direct bearing on the desperation migration of those victims to the U.S. The People of 

Central America are fleeing U.S. financed war; they are fleeing U.S. financed intimidation; they are fleeing U.S. 

financed murder; they are fleeing U.S. financed destruction of their land and they are fleeing U.S. imposed poverty. 

At the same time the U.S. seeks to build a wall to deny their victims’ efforts to flee the devastation of the central 

portion of their Western Hemisphere Homeland. The only other country in the world that denies a People their 

national, inalienable and sovereign rights as manifested itself in the construction of a ‘national’ wall is in Palestine. 

Finance and venture capital and its use as an instrument of war against the People is a horror for those who are 

victimized by it. This is the reality facing the Indigenous Peoples and Nations and those of African descent in 

Central America in general and Colombia in particular. 

“No one in the community of un-people in Colombia---the poor, the peasants the indigenous, the black---has 

escaped the terrible toll of war.”lxxii This is the sordid use of fiancé capital. “In June 2016, under the Torture Victim 

Protection Act, a US judge allowed victims of Colombian paramilitary killings to continue with their lawsuit against 

former Chiquita executives, and in November 2016 a class action lawsuit was brought against the company. In 

March 2017, a class action complaint was filed in Florida against Chiquita executives accusing them of making 

payments to the AUC and allowing the AUC to use Chiquita’s ports for illicit trading.”lxxiii  

Finance and venture capital operates by deception and deceit so in Columbia some of deceit and deception was 

brought to light. “On 31 August 2018, the Colombian Attorney General charged 13 former Chiquita executives with 

crimes against humanity in relation to their funding of the AUC.”lxxiv The charges were brought against specific 

individuals who were integral to the profits of Chiquita Brand International. “The workers include eight people from 

Columbia, three from the U.S., [and] one from Honduras and one from Costa Rica. The Attorney General’s office . . 

. said it had evidence the company through a subsidiary, Banadex and Banacol, ‘for the presumed financing’ of the 

 
4 Dean Henderson states”. . . Linder, whose American Financial Insurance conglomerate controls numerous 
transportation outlets that presumably move UB cocaine, including Rapid-American Corporation and Reliance 
Corporation” 
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paramilitary group as the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC). . . Specifically, it alleges company 

executives directed funds to the Arlex Hurtado Front of the AUC while it was led by Raul Emilio Hasbun Mendoza, 

known by the alias Pedro Bonito. ‘The evidence demonstrates the participation of managers and some employees of 

these companies, whether by decision-making, intervention and/or participation in the promotion and financing of 

the illegal group.’lxxv The charges against Chiquita Brand International and other companies was based on the 

testimony of Raul Emilio Hasbun ex-commander of the Arlex Hurtado Front. Mendoza gave up the names of the 

companies which financed this group and gave details about the operation. 

It was also reported that in addition, according to Mendoza one shipment of illegal arms included 3,400 Ak-47 rifles 

and four million rounds of ammunition, which were stored at the port owned by fruit merchant Banadex.”lxxvi 

Chiquita Banana International claims its innocence in recent charges associated with their funding of terrorists 

organizations for the murder of those who fought against their oppression. To defend themselves they fought to keep 

the trial in Colombia where their allies and friends could prevail. “In November 2016, after nine years of litigation, 

federal judge Kenneth Marra ruled that EarthRights’ case . . . against Chiquita would continue in U.S. court [and] 

Anabel and the other victims of paramilitary violence will go to trial in the somewhat more favorable U.S. court 

system.”lxxvii This case continues. The nature of colonialism and with it racism, cultural annihilation and genocide is 

being brought to light. “The format of the Chiquita business is quite common—a company founded by white men 

based in the United States, using the resources and labor of developing countries for the service of the first world. 

Ben Shuldiner told the HPR [Harvard Political Review], ‘they basically came in and controlled these countries and 

they thought […] that they were civilizing these folks but it was really slave labor or very low wage labor. It 

destroyed a lot of their environment.”lxxviii  

 

The West End is yet another victim as it is the nature of the system under which we live that creates and devours its 

victims. It is of critical importance that we are not victimized in silence. We are mandated by history and principle 

to speak the truth, as we understand it. “It is the task of the conscious to make the unconscious conscious”5 and 

“Each Generation Must Out of Relative Obscurity Discover its Mission, Fulfill it, or Betray It.”lxxix There comes a 

time when silence is betrayal! On the issue of the FC Cincinnati West End Stadium and its relationship to crimes 

against humanity in Colombia that time has come! 

 

 

Mwalimu Sundiata Keita 

All-African People’s Revolutionary Party (GC) 

January 15, 2019

 
5 An axiom of Kwame Ture, formerly known as Stokely Carmichael 
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